
 

ReConnect Hungary is a unique cultural, educational and social immersion 
experience in Hungary for young adults aged 18 to 26, who are at least partially of 
Hungarian heritage and born in the U.S. or Canada. Since its launch in 2012, 
applicants to the program have tripled (9 in 2012, 15 in 2013, and 33 in 2014). In 
July 2014, USA Today College featured ReConnect Hungary alongside well-known 
birthright programs like Taglit-Birthright Israel. 

 
vision 
Inspired by the program’s Ambassador, New York Times best-selling author 
Allison Pataki, ReConnect Hungary makes it possible for young Americans and 
Canadians with any degree of Hungarian heritage—especially those who don’t 
speak the language—to rediscover their Hungarian self in a meaningful and fresh 
way. The program provides a fun-filled, eye-opening experience that impacts the 
participants’ entire family and community as they grow in understanding and 
appreciation of their roots, and how culture, tradition and heritage are vital to 
self-discovery and a successful future. As the program’s rapidly increasing 
popularity confirms, ReConnect Hungary fills the need thousands of American 
and Canadian youth have for connecting to their heritage and each other, thus 
becoming an integral part of the global Hungarian community. The participants’ 
dual identity is strengthened as life-long friendships and an alumni network are 
formed and maintained through the “Stay Connected” part of the program. 
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program details 
ReConnect Hungary provides a total experience, balancing exposure to history, 
culture, and current trends and innovations, all in the context of an informative, 
hands-on, inspiring and fun visit to the country. After an intensive online 
orientation course, the Hungarian “birthright journey” began in New York, where 
the program’s Patron, Governor George E. Pataki and Ambassador, Allison 
Pataki hosted the carefully selected young adults and their alumni guide for a 
dinner. In Hungary, participants received unmatched access to decision-makers 
and industry leaders (private meetings with the Prime Minister, visits to start-ups 
like Prezi), insight into minority Hungarian community life (to date, Slovakia and 
Serbia), and the opportunity to visit their ancestral village and meet family. 
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stay connected 
ReConnect Hungary is a year-round program of expanding scope and potential, 
with high visibility on social media. Upon returning home, alumni volunteer at 
local Hungarian partner organizations, mentor future participants, and promote 
the program in focused ways. An Alumni Coordinator serves as the resource 
person for alumni, maintaining the alumni network, helping organize alumni 
events, and coordinating opportunities for further study, work or travel in 
Hungary and the region. Profession-specific tours and a special alumni-only fifth-
year anniversary trip are planned for 2017, as well as additional special interest 
trips in the future. 

prospects 
A public- private partnership, ReConnect Hungary is organized by our U.S.-based 
non-profit with support from the Hungarian government. Generous individual, 
corporate and organizational sponsors in the U.S. and Canada make it possible for 
a bi-continental core team of five to operate the multi-faceted program. 
Contributions determine the number of participants, whose self-pay portion is 
only $1,300. Except for transportation to/from New York, the program covers the 
entire cost of the trip.  

The goal of ReConnect Hungary is to offer all qualified applicants the experience 
of rediscovering their Hungarian selves. The generosity of sponsors ensures 
subsequent trips and increased numbers of participants. In 2014, the program 
received 33 qualified applications but had funding for only 15. 

A program of vast potential, the investment in ReConnect Hungary can produce 
incalculable positive returns. With 1.54 million Americans of Hungarian ancestry 
according to 2010 census data, and 40,000 participants annually in the Israeli 
Birthright program, only the imagination and funding can limit the outcome. 

  

  


