
Meet the ReConnect Hungary 2018 Participants 

 

Jordyn Barone, 27 
 
5th gen from Princeton, NJ 
Collections Inventory  
Specialist in Washington D.C. 
 

Sarah Carroll, 21 
 
4th gen from Allentown, PA 
Student at University of  
Florida (FL) 
 

My Hungarian great-great-grandmother used to say 'Jó estét' 
every time she visited my grandmother as a child. My 
grandmother told me 'I think it means how are you.' I 
recently started to learn Hungarian and came across 'Jó 
estét'. I couldn't wait to tell my grandmother that it actually 
means ‘Good evening’.” 

“The thing I realised a lot growing up as a Hungarian in North 
America is that not a lot of people actually know what that 
meant or could even  locate Hungary on a map. I find a lot of 
my time is spent explaining what I am and where my family is 
from.” 

Mark Czeisler, 21 
 
3rd gen from Newton, MA 
Student at Harvard  
University (MA) 
 

Michelle Fordos, 21 
 
3rd gen from Cleveland, Ohio 
Student at University of  
Cincinnati (OH) 
 

“I'm at the point of my life where a Hungarian birthright trip 
would have a profound effect on my Hungarian identity.” 

“Seeing people my age who are  that involved with the 
Hungarian community in Cleveland really ignited a passion  
that I really want to take part in.” 

Madison Fritz, 20 
 
4th gen from Bismarck, ND; 
Student at Rollins College (FL) 
 
 

Ivey Gage, 22 
 
4th gen from Orlando, FL 
Intern at Marriott Hotels in  
Orlando (FL) 
 

“My older sister and cousin both took part in the ReConnect 
Hungary Program and had wonderful things to say. Ever 
since they’ve gone, I have always wanted to take part in the 
opportunity.” 

“The first time I realized I was Hungarian was thanks to a 
family tree project in elementary school. I was the only one 
with a  Hungarian background in the class of 25, and everyone 
thought it was so cool! ” 

Alex Ivany, 26 
 
3rd gen from Santa Cruz, CA 
Staff film editor in  
Los Angeles, CA 
 

Victoria Johnston, 22 
 
3rd gen from Saint Cloud, Minnesota 
Student at Saint Mary's University  
of Minnesota (MN) 

 

“My Hungarian identity has always been strong in me. I've 
had the opportunity to hear my great-aunts, uncles and 
grandparents tell stories and learn about their childhood in 
Hungary.” 

“I have volunteered for the Minnesota Hungarians at numerous 
events in the past. And, of course,  I‘ve  always enjoyed the 
Hungarian food  my mother cooks.” 
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Brianna Lane, 18 
 
3rd gen from Toronto, Canada 
Student at the University of  
Toronto (Canada) 
 

Manx Magyar, 27 
 
4th gen from Boston, MA 
Video producer in East  
Sandwich (MA) 
 

“I would like to learn Hungarian and be able to speak the 
language fluently, so that I can give back to the community in 
that way.” 

“The reason I should be selected to this Program is because my 
last name is Magyar and because I know nothing about 
Hungary.” 

Camille Sonny, 23 
 
4th gen from Oceanside, CA 
Student at the University of  
Arizona (AZ) 
 

Stuart Sullivan, 24 
 
2nd gen from Seattle, WA 
Student at Western Washington 
University (WA) 
 

“ I just recently found out a lot more about my Hungarian 
roots. It was a lonely feeling, because there was no one else I 
could talk to about it other than family members.” 

“My mother wasted no time in teaching me Hungarian. In fact 
my first spoken word was ‘macska,’  the Hungarian word for 
‘cat’.” 

Michael Walter, 28 
 
3rd gen from Richmond, VA 
Sr. Staff Accountant in Rocky  
River (OH) 
 

 

 “This trip excites me because in order to better understand 
where I am going it is essential to know where I have been.” 

 

 

 


