
Meet the ReConnect Hungary 2018 Participants 

 

Jordyn Barone, 27 
 
5th gen from Princeton, NJ 
Collections Inventory  
Specialist in Washington D.C. 

 
“My Hungarian great-great-grandmother used to say 'Jó 
estét' every time she visited my grandmother as a child. My 
grandmother told me 'I think it means how are you.' I 
recently started to learn Hungarian and came across 'Jó 
estét'. I couldn't wait to tell my grandmother that it actually 
means ‘Good evening’.” 

Sarah Carroll, 21 
 
4th gen from Allentown, PA 
Student at University of  
Florida (FL) 

 
“The thing I realised a lot growing up as a Hungarian in North 
America is that not a lot of people actually know what that 
meant or could even  locate Hungary on a map. I find a lot of 
my time is spent explaining what I am and where my family is 
from.” 

Mark Czeisler, 21 
 
3rd gen from Newton, MA 
Student at Harvard  
University (MA) 

 
“I'm at the point of my life where a Hungarian birthright trip 
would have a profound effect on my Hungarian identity.” 

Michelle Fordos, 21 
 
3rd gen from Cleveland, Ohio 
Student at the University of  
Cincinnati (OH) 

 
“Seeing people my age who are  that involved with the 
Hungarian community in Cleveland truly  ignited a passion  
that I really want to be a part of.” 

Madison Fritz, 20 
 
4th gen from Bismarck, ND; 
Student at Rollins College (FL) 
 

 
“My older sister and cousin both took part in the ReConnect 
Hungary Program and had wonderful things to say. Ever 
since they’ve gone, I have always wanted to take part in the 
opportunity.” 

Ivey Gage, 22 
 
4th gen from Orlando, FL 
Intern at Marriott Hotels in  
Orlando (FL) 

 
“The first time I realized I was Hungarian was thanks to a 
family tree project in elementary school. I was the only one 
with a  Hungarian background in the class of 25, and 
everyone thought it was so cool! ” 

Victoria Johnston, 22 
 
3rd gen from Saint Cloud, Minnesota 
Student at Saint Mary's University  
of Minnesota (MN) 

 
“I have volunteered for the Minnesota Hungarians at 
numerous events in the past. And, of course,  I‘ve  always 
enjoyed the Hungarian food  my mother cooks.” 

Brianna Lane, 18 
 
3rd gen from Toronto, Canada 
Student at the University of  
Toronto (Canada) 

 
“I would like to learn Hungarian and be able to speak the 
language fluently, so that I can give back to the community in 
that way.” 
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Jennifer Ligeti, 26 
 
2nd gen from New York, NY 
Associate at Marriott Hotels in Orlando 
(FL) 

 
"I am applying to the program because despite being a 2nd 
generation Hungarian I've never had good Hungarian food 
and that is truly a crime."  

Manx Magyar, 27 
 

4th generation from Boston, MA 
Video producer in East Sandwich (MA) 

 
 

“The reason I should be selected to this Program is because 
my last name is Magyar and I know nothing about Hungary.” 

Camille Sonny, 23 
 
4th gen from Oceanside, CA 
Student at the University of  
Arizona (AZ) 

 
“ I just recently found out a lot more about my Hungarian 
roots. It was a lonely feeling, because there was no one else I 
could talk to about it other than family members.” 

Heather Lewis, RH29+ 
 
6th gen from Fort Riley, KS 
Financial counselor in 
Orlando (FL) 

 
 “I would like to learn more about Hungary, especially in 
terms of how the Hungarian culture is integrated in other 
countries.” 

Nicole Nemeth, RH29+ 
 
2nd gen from New Haven, CT 
Lawyer in San Diego (CA) 

 
 

 “I was always very proud to be Hungarian. We were taught 
by my dad that we were a resilient people and we should 
never forget that.” 

Andrea Nilsen, RH29+ 
 
3rd gen from Palo Alto, CA 
Non-profit administrator in Madison (WI) 

 
 

 "I didn't know much about my Hungarian heritage growing 
up and look forward to learning about the culture and people 
of my Grandfather's homeland." 

Elizabeth Vos, 23 
 
6th gen from Lincoln, NE 

 
 
 

She went on ReConnect Hungary in 2017 and decided to 
return this year to learn more about Hungary and explore 
Transylvania. 

Hannah Vos, 22 
 
6th gen from Lincoln, NE 

 
 
  

Hannah is joining her sister, Elizabeth on ReConnect Hungary 
Summer Adventure, and excited to participate in ReConnect 
Transylvania this year. 

McKenzie Fritz, 24 
 
3rd gen from Harrisburg, PA 

 
 
 

McKenzie went on ReConnect Hungary in 2012, and she is 
going on ReConnect Transylvania this summer. 

Lianna Hedrick, 22 
 
3rd gen from Monroe, MI 

 
 
 

Lianna is the first recipient of our ReConnect Transylvania+ 
scholarship starting in July. She is going on ReConnect 
Transylvania first, to experience the region. 
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PEER GUIDES 

Tünde Szendi (Csongor group) 
 
Tünde was born in the village of Kürt 
(Strekov), Slovakia, a member of the 
country’s large Hungarian community. She 
attended university in Budapest where she 

discovered her passion for Hungarian culture. She works as a 
freelance content manager, editor, translator. Her 
background includes Hungarian scouting in Slovakia, 
linguistic research, organizing Hungarian summer camps and 
extensive international traveling. 

Réka Vasicsek (Csongor group) 
 
Réka is a Hungarian-born, California-raised 
third-year university student. She is 
studying world languages and cultures, 
hoping to go into the field of international 

sustainability and human rights. She loves to travel, and has 
been to over 25 countries. Hungary is where most of her 
family still lives and holds a special place in her heart. In her 
spare time, she enjoys surfing, swimming, hiking, and other 
outdoor activities with the people she loves. 

 

Ildi Richter (Tünde group) 
 
IIldi is a South African Hungarian who lived 
in Germany before moving to Hungary 
with her family. She is a business owner 
with a corporate background in business 

development, HR, marketing and strategy. Her next goal is to 
become an executive coach. Her passions are people, music, 
learning, traveling, dancing, family, animals and sports. 

Csenge Sánta (ReConnect 
Transylvania) 
 
Csenge is a ReConnected Participant who 
completed the program in 2015. A second-
generation Hungarian from Alberta, 

Canada, she has been in Budapest for 10 months of cultural 
immersion after having received the Balassi Institute’s 
scholarship to study and learn the Hungarian language, 
history, and literature. She is incredibly thrilled to be 
a peer guide for ReConnect Transylvania – the region her 
family comes from – and excited to see the participants 
experience all that Erdély has to offer. 
 

 


