
PROGRAM MANUAL
JULY 29 - AUGUST 12, 2021



The Hungarian Human Rights Foundation (HHRF) monitors the human rights conditions of 2.5 million 
ethnic Hungarians who live as minorities in Croatia, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Slovakia and Ukraine, 
and who collectively comprise the largest national minority in Central Europe.

InIn line with our overarching mission to preserve and promote Hungarian cultural identity, in 2012 we 
established ReConnect Hungary – Hungarian Birthright Program. Under the patronage of former New 
York State Governor George E. Pataki – and inspired by his daughter, author Allison Pataki – the 
cultural, social, and educational immersion program reconnects American and Canadian youth to 
their Hungarian roots.

Subsequently, HHRF has launched other ReConnect Programs: ReConnect Transylvania, ReConnect 
Hungary 29+, and our internship in Romania: ReConnect Transylvania Plus.

ThThroughout the ReConnect Hungary Program, participants will expand their connection to the land 
and people of Hungary, deepen their personal commitment to their Hungarian heritage, and explore  
a vibrant community that spans continents.

Upon returning home, ReConnect Hungary participants continue these connections through 
volunteer activities, promoting the Program, and supporting the long-term goals of the HHRF.
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THURSDAY, JULY 29
9:00 - 9:30 AM

9:30 AM

3:15 PM

Individual arrival at Hungarian Consulate
(223 East 52nd Street, New York, NY 10022)
Meet-and-Greet and Orientation at the Hungarian Consulate:
language primer, Q&A, team building, lunch
Departure to JFK airport Flight details: KL 1975 (KLM)

CONSULATE GENERAL
OF HUNGARY, NEW YORK:

HuHungary is represented by numerous institutions 
here within a single office building: Hungarian 
Tourism Office, Hungarian Cultural Center, 
Permanent Mission of Hungary to the UN, and the 
Consulate General, led by István Pásztor since the 
summer of 2018.
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FRIDAY, JULY 30
1:20 PM
2:45 PM

6:00 PM
7:30 PM

Arrival at Liszt Ferenc Airport, Budapest
Check-in at Domus Collegium Hungaricum (XIV., Abonyi u. 10.)
Lunch
Budapest sightseeing tour by boat (Departs from Vigadó)
Dinner
Free time (settle in, exchange money, explore the neighborhood)
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SATURDAY, JULY 31
9:00 AM
9:30 AM - 3:45 PM
11:15 AM/12:30 PM

3:45 PM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Treasure Hunt: Discover the main attractions of Budapest
Visit the Hospital in the Rock (Sziklakórház)
Lunch
Meet at Szent István tér (V., St. Stephen’s square)

The Hospital in the Rock Museum (Sziklakórház Múzeum) is part of 
an approximately six mile (10 km) stretch of interconnected caves 
and cellars beneath Buda Castle Hill. This museum is dedicated to a 
former secret emergency hospital and nuclear bunker. The history of 
the emergency hospital goes back to World War II when the Castle 
District was part of the Government Quarter. The caves and tunnels 
were connected and fortified and used as an air raid shelter. On the 
ororders of Dr. Károly Szendy, the Mayor of Budapest, an emergency 
surgical hospital was also built within the caves beneath Buda Castle 
Hill. The hospital was actively used during WWII until July 1945, and 
again during the 1956 Revolution, to treat wounded civilians and 
soldiers. Between 1958 and 1962 it was expanded to withstand 
potential chemical and nuclear attacks during the Cold War. The 
"Hospital in the Rock—Secret Emergency Hospital and Nuclear 
BunBunker" opened to the public in 2008.
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4:00 - 5:00 PM

7:00 PM

Visit St. Stephen’s Basilica 
Free time in downtown
Dinner

St. Stephen’s Basilica in Budapest is one of the most beautiful and 
significant churches and touristic attractions in the country. This is partly 
due to its historical heritage of being dedicated to the holy king, St. 
Stephen, who was also the founder of the Hungarian state, and partly to 
the architectural and artistic value of the building itself. A campaign to 
raise funds for the construction of the church commenced in the 1810s, 
however, construction did not start until August 14, 1851, based on the 
drdrawings of József Hild, a leading citizen and architect of Pest, who also 
designed the cathedrals in Esztergom and Eger. József Hild supervised 
the work until his death on March 6, 1867. The City Council of Pest 
appointed Miklós Ybl, an acknowledged master at the time and designer 
of numerous public buildings in the capital city including the Opera 
House, to continue to supervise the design and construction of this 
prominent building. After his death, the interior of the building and the 
finefine artistic and decorative works were completed by 1905 under the 
supervision of József Kauser. The most valuable work of art is the 
five-part mosaic in the sanctuary displaying the allegories of the Holy 
Mass. The mosaic was prepared by the Salviati and Jesurum companies of 
Venice, based on an oil painting by Gyula Benczúr. During World War II the 
mosaic disengaged from the soaked vault. It was forced back to its 
original place by the heating of the walls and the concurrent mechanical 
ddrying of the external space and injection of a binding agent from the 
outside. The first Hungarian king, St. Stephen’s right hand, the so called 
“Holy Right Hand” can be visited in the Basilica. There is also a lookout in 
the cupola offering a panoramic view of the city.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Departure to Szentendre
Visit the Skanzen (Open-Air Ethnographic Museum)

The aim of creating the Szentendre Open Air 
Ethnographic Museum was to present folk architecture, 
interior decoration, farming and way of life in the 
Hungarian-language area from the second half of the 
18th Century to the first half of the 20th Century, through 
original and authentic objects, relocated houses, 
arranged in old settlement patterns. More and more 
elaboelaborate settlement plan necessitated the relocation of 
more than 400 edifices into the museum, arranged into 
village-like regional units on the basis of ethnographic 
considerations. Within the units buildings are fitted into 
the traditional system of peasant households, 
supplemented by religious, communal and outbuildings 
formerly integral parts of traditional villages. Dwellings 
andand farm-buildings represent the typical houses and 
outbuildings that have evolved historically in each 
region.
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Departure to Budapest
Dinner

5:00 PM

Lunch at Jászárokszállás Fogadó, Skanzen
Visit the Skanzen (Open-Air Ethnographic Museum) Part II. 
Craftwork
Walking tour in the city center of Szentendre

1:00 PM
2:00 PM

Szentendre with its colorful houses, narrow alleys, and 24 
museums, is the most frequently visited tourist center 
along the Danube. This Mediterranean-like town is the 
home of Serbs who fled from the Turks and settled here 
between the 14th-17th centuries. Seven church towers rise 
high in the sky. Four of them belong to the Orthodox 
Church. Icons, works of gold and silversmiths and other 
trtreasures are found in the Serb Orthodox Church Museum. 
The 13th-14th century Roman Catholic Parish Church stands 
on the Castle Hill, a sun-dial on its wall tells the time. For 
tourists looking for nostalgia there are shops, restaurants, 
trade signs, the ancient buildings of the Main Square, and 
building ornamentation. Szentendre is known not only as a 
significant cultural center, but also renowned for its 
lolocation in a very special natural environment bordered by 
the Pilis and Visegrád Mountains and Szentendre Island.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 2
8:15 AM
9:00 AM-12:00 PM

12:15 PM
4:00 PM-7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Intercultural training and Hungarian language immersion
(Domus Collegium Hungaricum)
Lunch
“Walking tour in the 7th District”, visit the Dohány Street synagogue
Dinner

For some, it is the Ruin Bar Zone, the place for partying, while for others it is the Jewish District. Here 
you can find a mikveh next to Szimpla. On our walking tour we will talk about the importance of both 
places, and most importantly, we will get to understand, why these two exist side by side. District 7 
of Budapest comprises various layers of history: millions of old and recent stories are inscribed in its 
maze of streets, in the walls and courtyards of its buildings. During our walk the keyword will be: 
housing. It might sound boring, but it will prove to be very helpful when we will discuss centuries of 
hishistory, starting a bit before the Jewish Emancipation, then moving on to the ever omnipresent 
chapter of the Holocaust, and then jumping forward to the genesis of the ruin bars; touching on 
gentrification, tourism, and more, as it all revolves in and around Király Street.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 3
8:45 AM
9:30 AM

12:00 PM
12:35 PM
1:00 PM-2:30 PM

2:30 PM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Lecture about roma culture, history, roma integration, policy, etc.
by István Forgács and Kata Kárász
Lunch
Departure to Kesztyűgyár
Visit the Kesztyűgyár (VIII. Mátyás tér 15.) 

Departure to Széchenyi Thermal Bath

The Kesztyűgyár Community Center started its programs in 
2008, offering activities for young children from the district and 
throughout Budapest as well. As a multifunctional institution, it 
is the home of many talent programs, art performances, 
courses, and an internet cafe. The goal of all programs is to 
create a community while encouraging the local identity and 
connecting Magdolna District, especially Roma youth, with 
BudapesBudapest’s cultural scene.
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3:00 PM-6:00 PM

6:30 PM-8:30 PM

Proceed to soak in the Széchenyi Thermal Baths

Dinner and mingle with the Locals
Informal meeting with Hungarian students, young professionals

Budapest can rightly be called the city of spas, and 
the Széchenyi Bath and Spa was its first thermal bath 
on the Pest side. At the time, back in 1881, it was 
called "Artesian Bath," and it was only a temporary 
establishment. In 1913, it was converted into a 
permanent bath, and received its present name and 
most parts of the pretty yellow building complex. In 
1921927, beach sites and public bathing departments for 
gentlemen and ladies were added. In 1960, another 
expansion added a group thermal section (for use 
with bathing suits), and a daytime outpatient 
hospital. The year 1999 saw a complete 
reconstruction of the swimming pools. Water 
filtering and circulation devices were added, and the 
ffancy bath received high-quality equipment and 
modern features. Széchenyi Bath is one of the largest 
bathing complexes in Europe, and its two thermal 
springs are the deepest and hottest (74 and 77 °C/165 
and 170 °F) thermal well in the capital. The open-air 
sections, with their pleasantly warm waters, are 
equally popular in the winter.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
8:30 AM
10:00 AM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Visit the Holocaust Memorial Center (IX., Páva utca 39.) 

Free Time
See Optional Programs at the end of this Manual!

The principal mission of the Holocaust Documentation 
Center and Memorial Collection Public Foundation 
(founded in 2002 by the Hungarian government) and the 
Holocaust Memorial Center is to properly document the 
Holocaust era in Hungary. The Public Foundation was 
established to continue the professional work of its legal 
predecessor, the Hungarian Auschwitz Foundation. The 
mainmain goal is to examine the overall history of the 
Holocaust with special emphasis on its socio-historical 
impact. The Páva Synagogue and the adjoining new wing, 
designed by Ybl-award winner architect István Mányi, has 
housed the Holocaust Memorial Center since 2004. The 
building complex is a mix of classical and modern 
architecture. The building’s asymmetrical outline, the 
dislodislocated walls, and the descending stairs in the 
exhibition halls all symbolize the distorted and twisted 
time of the Holocaust.



THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
7:30 AM
8:00 AM
10:45 AM
11:00 AM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Departure to Tihany (Two-day trip to Lake Balaton; take swimsuit with you)
Sightseeing in Tihany
Visit the Benedictine Abbey (András tér 1.)
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The Tihany peninsula divides Lake Balaton into two basins. The 
characteristic view of the Mediterranean landscape was formed by 
volcanic eruptions millions of years ago, as shown today by two giant 
calderas. The remains of these craters form two little lakes, without outlet, 
higher than the water level of Balaton: Belső-tó (Inner Lake), which is 
popular with anglers, and Külső-tó (Outer Lake), a paradise for aquatic 
birds. As a result of volcanic activity, thermal springs created more than 
oneone hundred geyser hills in the peninsula. The most beautiful one is called 
Aranyház (Golden House), after the golden lichen covering its rocks.

Besides geological features, the peninsula is famous for its exceptional wildlife: 
the area became the first nature reserve of Hungary in 1952. The archaeological 
findings of the area show that the peninsula has been inhabited since 
prehistoric times. The ancient Tihany village was founded in the Middle Ages, 
when King Andrew I., in 1055, built a burial place for the royal family and a 
monastery where Benedictine monks settled. The Abbey of Tihany was 
authorized in the 13th century to issue official deeds (locus authenticus).
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12:15 PM

2:45 PM
3:15 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM

Have a swim in Lake Balaton
Lunch at the beach
Departure to Pécsely
Tour of the winery, dinner and wine-tasting, Visit the ruins of Zador Castle
Departure to Bánd
Arrive in Bánd, Check-In 



15

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM

Breakfast at the hotel
Departure to Sightseeing Tour
Sightseeing in Veszprém
(The City of Queens)

Veszprém is a majestic city. Ancient cobblestones echo the footsteps of royal figures and legends surrounding 
us wherever we go. According to our ancestors, Veszprém was built on seven hills and archaeological finds also 
prove that this area was inhabited thousands of years ago. Legends passed on through generations claim that 
the city was a favorite for the Hungarian Ruler Géza and his son, who became the country’s first king, István 
(Stephen) I. The city had its heyday around the year 1000, during the reign of the first royal couple (István and 
Gisela). They established the bishopric, supported the construction of St Michael’s Cathedral and the Veszprém 
VallValley Nunnery, where the robe used for crowning ceremonies is said to have been woven. Gisela donated the 

embroidered robe to the church of the city which is why it 
became known as the “city of queens”. The right of the 
Veszprém bishops to crown queens beginning in 1216 became 
confirmed law. The bishops to crown queens beginning in 1216 
became confirmed law.  The personalities, lives, true stories 
and spirit of Istvan and Gisela are still entangled into everyday 
lives and still live in the culture, buzzing through every breath 
ofof the city. Reconstruction started at the beginning of the 18th 
century, in the Baroque style. Bishop Márton Padányi Bíró 
removed the outer features of the castle, characterized by
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small houses and narrow streets, and established the Holy Trinity Square surrounded by the prebendal palaces, 
creating one of the largest historic castle areas in Hungary with established residences. Bishop Albert Vetési 
had the cathedral decorated in the late Gothic style, while Bishop Péter Beriszló, a Croatian viceroy, modernized 
the fortification of the castle.
TheThe historic center of Veszprém is the castle, which together with the surrounding town was one of the most 
significant town centers of the country until the Turkish occupation. The medieval castle and town suffered 
large-scale destruction in the Turkish period. The present-day historic town evolved during construction of the 
18th, 19th and the early 20th century. World War II, and the ensuing period, caused relatively little damage to the 
old center. The residential areas of Veszprém were clearly demarcated based on the social and financial 
standings of the population. The wealthy bourgeoisie and noblemen populated Óváros tér and the surrounding 
ararea, Jókai utca was inhabited by clerks and craftsmen.
The Town Hall, which was originally built to house the Foundation 
Office of the Diocese in 1896, is a dominant building on the 
north-eastern corner of the square. The renovated Romantic building 
is one of the town’s treasures.
IIf asked about a prominent symbol of the town, the inhabitants would 
surely mention the Fire Tower at the entrance to the castle. The Fire 
Tower was originally built as a watchtower protecting the castle gate 
and can already be seen on drawings dating back to the 16th century. 
The tower survived the Turkish wars, the ravage by the Austrian
general, Heister in 1704 and the castle demolition order by Emperor Lipót too. However, during the earthquake 
of 1810 it was so badly damaged that the local authorities were considering tearing it down. The noblemen of 
Veszprém intervened in order to save the building and commissioned the famous hydraulic builder of the town, 
Henrik Tumler, to prepare plans to rescue the building. Besides the reconstruction, Tumler also designed the 
Fire-hose House (Fecskendőház). This building, completed in 1817 became the new Town Hall. This is how the 
watchtower became a fire tower and this is when it became the symbol of the town (1855). 
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1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:00 PM

Lunch
Departure to Herend
Visit the Herend Porcelain Minimanufactory, the  Herend Porcelain Museum
Bookmark Painting with aquarelle technique in the Herend Porcelain Manufactory

In the course of the 150-year-long Turkish-Hungarian wars, 
Veszprém had the role of a border castle and thus changed 
hands many times. During the 18th century consolidation period, 
Veszprém gradually gained back its importance as a county seat 
and as an episcopal seat. It became an important ecclesiastical 
center again. (In the 17th century the county assemblies were 
usually held in Pápa and the seat of the Bishop of Veszprém was 
inin Sümeg in this period.) The buildings found in the castle reflect 
the ecclesiastical character of the town: there are hardly any 
civilian houses. The huge houses built mainly in the 18th century 
take up the inner space of the Castle - transforming it into a 
narrow street - and Szentháromság tér opens up in front of us 
only outside the Archbishop’s Palace.
Veszprém will be the European Capital of Culture for 2023. 

The inhabitants took care of their famous building and renovated it again in 1891. The tower kept its role in fire 
protection until the 1950s. Today it is the nicest lookout tower in the town, but it is also a clock-tower, which 
plays the recruiting song composed by Antal Csermák every hour. The Fire Tower is the only part of the 
medieval fortress that is open to visitors.



18

Today, Herend Porcelain Factory operates as the 
world's largest porcelain manufacturer and is a 
profitable enterprise. Herend achieves a balance 
between tradition and innovation, passing on its 
19th Century traditions into the 21st century.
InIn 1851 Herend porcelain achieved international 
acclaim at the Great Exhibition in London. Queen 
Victoria ordered a china set with a butterfly and 
floral pattern, which Mór Fischer named after her, 
and which the world has since known as the 
Victoria pattern. Archival records proved that 
Vince Stingl, born in Sopron, who learned the craft 
ofof fine ceramics in Vienna, founded the 
forerunner of Herend Porcelain Manufactory. 

Emperor Francis Joseph awarded the title of Supplier to the Imperial and Royal Court to the Manufactory 
managed by Mór Farkasházy Fischer. This was the highest recognition from the imperial court.
Herend won a gold medal at the international ceramics exhibition in London, in Paris, in St. Petersburg, and at 
the 1904 St. Louis Fair and World Exhibition. 
On March 2, 1948, the Herend Porcelain Factory was nationalized, and in line with the politics of centralization 
and a planned economy, it continued to operate as a member of FIM (Fine Ceramics Works), the firm uniting 
Hungary's ceramics factories.
In In 1981, Herend left Fine Ceramics Works and became an independent company.

Departure to Budapest
Arrive in Budapest
Dinner

5:00 PM
7:30 PM
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
7:30 AM
8:15 AM
10:00 AM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Departure to Bercel
Human Rights Workshop
(organized by the HHRF in Bercel)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8
Breakfast at Lion’s Garden
(XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
VISITING RELATIVES

MONDAY, AUGUST 9

6:00 PM

8:30 AM

VISITING RELATIVES
Dinner and share how your
weekend was and what you did
with your relatives

What is the Human Rights Workshop?
The mission of the Human Rights Workshop is 
to inspire and train a new generation of human 
rights advocates to support ethnic Hungarian 
communities who live as minorities outside of 
Hungary.

TheThe Hungarian Human Rights Foundation 
(HHRF), together with the Hungarian American 
Coalition (HAC), has been organizing such 
workshops since 1989. 

ThisThis year’s program welcomes participants 
from both the Carpathian basin and the United 
States. Following a historical background, the 
workshop will focus on current issues facing 
Hungarian minorities, and how their 
supporters – whether in Europe or the U.S. – 
can provide practical support for their human 
rights rights aspirations.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
8:00 AM
8:40 AM
10:00 AM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Departure to Zsámbok Biofarm
Visit to Matthew Hayes’ Biofarm in Zsámbok (Zsámbok, Szent László u. 56.)

12:30 PM
2:15 PM
3:30 PM

Lunch at Zsámbok Biofarm
Departure to Budapest
Historical lecture (Domus Collegium Hungaricum)
Departure to House of Terror Museum

Matthew Hayes is a professor at the Department 
of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences of Szent 
István University in Gödöllő. He grows vegetables 
at his own biofarm in Zsámbok, 12 mi from Gödöllő. 
He is committed to growing quality food that 
meets people’s real needs in a way which benefits 
the earth, its biodiversity, and the community. You 
arare going to learn about the operations at the 
biofarm and make a vegetable gulyás (“goulash”) in 
a cauldron over an open fire.
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Free time
See optional programs at the end of this manual!

Visit the House of Terror Museum (VI., Andrássy út 60.)4:00 PM

Having survived two terror regimes, 
the time had come for Hungary to 
erect a fitting memorial to the victims, 
and at the same time to present a 
picture of what life was like for 
Hungarians in those times. In 
December 2000, “The Public 
FoundFoundation for the Research of Central 
and East European History and 
Society” purchased the building with 
the aim of establishing a museum in 
order to present these two bloody 
periods of Hungarian history.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11
7:30 AM
9:00 AM

11:20 AM

Breakfast at Lion’s Garden (XIV., Cházár A. u. 4.)
Meeting with Amb. Zita Bencsik, the Head of Department of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (II., Bem rakpart 47.)
Visit to the Parliament (V., Kossuth tér) 

As the millennial celebrations of 1896 approached, the nation's demand for representation was channeled 
into creating a unique Parliament building. The building, inspired by Westminster Palace and designed by 
well-known Hungarian architect Imre Steindl, stretches 268 m/879 ft along the Danube embankment. 
Ornamented with white neo-gothic turrets and arches, it forms the most outstanding landmark of the Pest 
side horizon. Statues of Hungarian monarchs and military commanders decorate the outer walls. The 
unique interior design includes huge halls, over 20 km/12.5 miles of corridors, a 96 m/315 ft high central 
domdome, and 691 rooms. The building has 27 gates, 29 staircases, and 13 elevators. In addition to conference and 
session rooms, it includes over 200 offices. The symmetrical arrangement of the building is designed to 
serve as a double chamber system, similar to the Capitol in Washington. The huge domed hall in the middle 
was designed for joint sessions. Statues of 16 Hungarian kings and rulers, along with their coats of arms, line 
the walls: Hungarian kings St. István, St. László, Kálmán Könyves, András II., Béla IV., Lajos Nagy, János 
Hunyadi, and Mátyás Hunyadi, followed by Transylvanian monarchs István Báthori, István Bocskai, Gábor 
BethlenBethlen, and György Rákóczi I., as well as three Habsburg rulers: Charles III., Maria Theresa, and Leopold II. 

Since Hungary changed to a single chamber system at the end of 1944, the northern conference room (once 
serving the upper chamber) is often used for international conferences. The southern conference room 
came to host the chamber of deputies. With excellent acoustics, the room originally seated 438 deputies, 
while an inner circle of velvet chairs seated the ministers. The pulpit seated the president and the notaries. 
Wall paintings depict historical events; statues represent allegorical figures of honored virtues. 
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12:30 PM

3:00 PM-4:00 PM

4:00 PM-7:00 PM

Meeting with Zsolt Németh, Chairman of the Hungarian Parliament’s
Committte on Foreign Affairs
Lunch
Meeting with Pirityiné Szabó Judit, Head of Department of the
State Secretariat for Hungarian Communities Abroad - Prime Minister’s Office
(Duna Palota, V., Zrínyi u. 5.)
FFree time
See Optional Programs at the end of this Manual!

The Parliament also includes an extensive library of approximately half a million books and documents, handled 
by a modern information system.



7:00 PM

8:30 PM
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“TÁNCHÁZ” (folk dance house) (Duna Palota, V., Zrínyi u. 5.)

Farewell Dinner

The “táncház” (dance house) is a casual, Hungarian folk 
dance event. It incorporates various domains of cultural 
heritage (such as music, dance, poetry, customs, handcrafts, 
etc.) and simultaneously provides a popular community 
occasion for learning as well as recreation. The main point of 
the method involves gleaning heritage elements directly 
from the still living practice in rural communities and also 
frfrom archival sources under the continual guidance of dance 
ethnographers and ethnomusicologists. Participants are 
actively engaged in this community experience. The direct 
engagement method for becoming familiar with cultural 
heritage facilitates its integration into participants’ daily 
lives, who in turn become the bearers, transmitters and 
re-creators of the heritage. The “táncház” method is part of 
thethe Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the UNESCO 
Intergovernmental Committee for Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. Hungarian folk dance types: karikázó (women’s 
circle dance), botoló (men’s stick dance), ugrós (jumping 
dance), legényes (men’s performance dance), verbunk (men’s 
recruiting dance), csárdás (Hungary’s national dance), 
forgós-forgatós (older-style turning dance).



OR
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 12

3:15 AM

6:30 AM

9:00 AM

Pack, load luggage to bus
Departure to airport
Check-in for flight 
Departure to N.Y.

Departure to Marosvásárhely (Transylvania)
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OPTIONAL PROGRAMS

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (XIV., Hősök tere  - Dózsa György út 41.)
TheThe Museum of Fine Arts, opened in 1906, is reputed to be among Europe’s most 
prominent museums. Its multi-faceted collections and their historical continuity 
coupled with the large number of masterpieces undoubtedly earns it a 
prestigious place among public collections. The Museum of Fine Arts displays 
the treasures of international and Hungarian art spanning from ancient times to 
the end of the eighteenth century, while its large-scale temporary exhibitions 
attract hundreds of thousands of visitors. The Hungarian works were separated 
frfrom the collection of the Museum of Fine Arts after 1957 and were transferred 
to the Hungarian National Gallery. The two institutions were reunited in 2012 
and the Hungarian works from the period before 1800 returned home to the 
renovated building of the Museum in 2018. The number of artworks found in the 
museum today exceeds 120,000.

HUNGARIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM (VIII., Múzeum krt. 14-16.)
TheThe Hungarian National Museum (Magyar Nemzeti Múzeum) is the oldest 
public museum in Hungary, founded by Count Ferenc Széchenyi in 1802, who 
offered his manuscript, map, numismatic and prints collection to form core 
material for a national museum to be built. The present building was built 
between 1837 and 1847, and it stands as a great example of Neo-Classicist 
architecture. Founded 200 years ago, the museum is dedicated to the history 
of Hungary, and today it remains a symbol of Hungary's national identity.
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Walking along the Danube promenade, find the Little Princess 
Statue sitting on the railings; ask a local about her story!

VIGADÓ CONCERT HALL (V., Vigadó tér)
The headquarters of the Hungarian Academy of Arts, Budapest's second largest concert 
hall, is located on the Eastern bank of the Danube. The beautifully restored and 
renovated building in the heart of Budapest is the venue for various artistic programs. 
The Vigadó building was renovated between 2004 and 2014. It re-opened in March 2014.

Spend a beautiful day walking around Heroes’ Square and the romantic VAJDAHUNYAD 
CASTLE located in the City Park by the boating lake/skating rink. The castle was built for 
the 1,000th anniversary of the Hungarian State in 1896 for the Millennial Exhibition, and it 
showcases the beautiful and long history of the Magyars through its architectural 
treasures, choosing some of the most outstanding details from all over Hungary.

Spending your free time in the Castle area? Don’t forget to visit the HUNGARIAN 
NATIONAL GALLERY (I., Buda Royal Palace, Szent György tér 2.), established in 1957. The 
collections include Medieval, Renaissance, Gothic, Baroque and Renaissance Hungarian 
art, and wooden altars from the 15th century. Temporary exhibit: “Picasso - 
Transfigurations, 1895 - 1972.”
VisitVisit the SÁNDOR PALACE (Hungarian: Sándor-palota; I., Szent György tér 1-2.) which is 
the official residence of the President of the Republic of Hungary since January 22, 2003. 
Sándor Palace is the 37th largest palace in present-day Hungary.
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SZIMPLA KERT FARMERS’ MARKET 
(VII., Kazinczy utca 14, Sundays, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
Every Sunday, Szimpla Kert holds a charming farmers’ market where you 
can buy all manner of locally produced jam, honey, yogurt, cheese and 
bread. Also available are paprika, vegetables, fruit, cured meats and fruit 
juices. Grab a coffee from the courtyard while you browse.

RUIN PUBS
RRuin pubs (“romkocsma” in Hungarian; literally pub in a ruin) are located in formerly abandoned buildings 
in the city, and are very popular hot spots. Most are open year-round, while some are temporary outdoor 
pubs. Live music with the best Hungarian bands, charming retro décor, unique atmosphere and late hours 
make these places perfect for partying. The recipe is simple: search for an old building in downtown Pest, 
rent the cellar and the ground floor, do not renovate anything, invite some contemporary artists and 
designers, recreate the atmosphere of the 1970s, build a bar and serve some drinks, invite a band, and be 
openopen until the morning comes. Ruin pubs certainly represent a new wave of entertainment in Budapest. 
The Instant, for example, represents diversity in one place: gallery, café, pub, meeting place and a venue for 
cultural events. In a place where the room is turned upside down and a school of fish passes above your 
head, anything can happen.
Szimpla Kert (VII., Kazinczy utca 14), Instant (VII., Akácfa u. 51.)

ROOFTOP BARS
Toprum (V., Királyi Pál utca 4.), Brklyn (VII., Kazinczy utca 48.), 360 Bar (VI., Andrássy út 39.)
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MARGARET ISLAND 
ItIt was formerly the Island of Rabbits, where King Béla IV. ordered 
a convent to be built for his youngest daughter Margaret. She 
came here when she was 9, and died when she was 29. Her father 
was the king that moved the royal court from Esztergom to Buda 
in the middle of the 13th century after the invasion of the Tatars. 
You can visit the ruins of the convent where she lived and the 
chapel she attended. The whole island is a huge park in the city 
cecenter. It is 1.6 miles long from top to bottom and is great for 
taking walks.

PÁL-VÖLGYI CAVE (II., Szépvölgyi út 162.)
TheThe Pál-völgyi Cave in Budapest was discovered in 1904 and has been accessible 
to the public since 1919. The Cave is famous for its unique dripstones, but the 
narrow, canyon-like corridors, the cauldron-like dissolve formations and the 
large level differences are also alluring. The 500-meter-long route has been 
completely modernized. It takes the visitor to the most astonishing stone 
formations, drip stones, glittering calcium crystals and prints of primeval shells. 
At some points, the perfect acoustics of the halls can also be experienced by 
listenilistening to music. Even with the 120 steps and the ladder that have to be 
mounted, the whole tour can easily be competed in street clothes and 
comfortable shoes. The temperature is a constant 11 °C/52 °F, so dress 
accordingly.
Open daily except Monday, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
Duration of the tours: 60 minutes or 25 minutes. 
Guided tours start at 15 minutes past the hour.
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OTHER OPTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR YOUR FREE TIME IN DOWNTOWN BUDAPEST:

“Living Folk Art” - National Folk Art Exhibition 
(Hagyományok Háza – Hungarian Heritage House, I., Corvin tér 8.), 

Judit Józsa, ceramic sculptor’s gallery (V., Városház utca 1, weekdays only)
Gallery Eventuell (V., Nyáry Pál utca 7)

Váci Street 
FFashion Street (V., Deák utca)

Gerbeaud Café and Confectionary (V., Vörösmarty tér 7)
Espresso Embassy (V., Arany János utca 15)

More programs, restaurants, information, etc.:
www.welovebudapest.com



IMPORTANT ADDRESSES, EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Domus ‘Collegium Hungaricum’:  XIV., Abonyi utca 10.   +36 (1) 343 7695.

To get a taxi in the city, don’t just hail one in the street.
Call City Taxi: 06-1-211-1111.

If calling from an international mobile phone, dial 00 36, 
then the area code plus 7-digit number.

IIf calling from a Hungarian mobile phone, dial 06, 
then the area code plus 7-digit number.

TEAM CONTACTS
Viktor Ivicsics, program manager +36 (30) 639 2545

Gabriella Vajtay, program manager +1 (732) 236 55 34 or +36 (70) 405 7110 
Szilvia Bába, organizer +36 (70) 934 4554 or +36 (20) 946 8036 

PEER GUIDES
BeBeáta Csáki +38 (163) 898 9764
Eszter Borbély +40 (751) 974 858



Supported by the Government of Hungary

THE PROGRAM IS ORGANIZED BY THE


